Fifth edition — December 2008

A peek into life in North Middleton
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BORTHWICK WRI

In October we held our 87" Birthday Party in the Hall
and enjoyed a lovely buffet provided by the Committee
followed by a wonderful entertainment by the Melville
Music Hall Company. Our birthday cake depicted
“The Calendar Girls”. It was topped by 4 ladies
holding meringues etc in strategic places! It was a
true work of art made by Sylvia Symons.
The following evening we visited the Kings Theatre to
see “The Calendar Girls” on stage. It was a very
happy evening and we were sore laughing.
Our December meeting takes place on Tuesday 9
December at 7 pm when our own Anne Baxter is
cooking up a Christmas Surprise. Why not come
along? Entry is only 50p and you are assured of a
warm welcome.
Meantime, here are a couple of our festive ideas for
you to try out —
Leftover Turkey Surprise
Cook Ylb rice, drain well, add 1 tbspn mayonnaise,
Worcester sauce and chopped parsley, 1 grated
carrot, 40z raisins, 40z crushed pineapple and roughly
1Ib cooked diced turkey. Reheat for a few minutes.
Can also be served cold.
Christmas Jigsaw Decorations
Got a jigsaw with pieces missing? Build a triangle
with some pieces. Paint green and add sequins or
stickers. Make a hole at the top and thread through
glittery string — a great game for the kids.
Finally, some points to ponder —

1.  Your knees buckle but your belt won't.

2. Your back goes out more than you do.
Have a ver3'/3 Merry Christmas Fran ces Smail
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CRAFTY FINGERS '

Crafty Fingers enters its second year
with 20 children as members, which is
the maximum number for the club. The
first year gave the children the chance
to try out a wide range of crafts
including jewellery making, silk dying, (
friendly plastic, pottery painting,origami
and bead work. Email Colette |
Pemberton c.pemberton@napier.ac.uk I
if you would like your child to be placed
on the waiting list.

Classes held one Thursday each month from
7.00-8.45 pm.

Cost £10 annual subscription and a monthly
charge of £2 per meeting. This covers all
materials and includes a drink and a snack.
2009 classes commence 15 January
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Following liquidation of Kenmore Homes the play par
If you can, please attend the next Councillor Surge
the mess.
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k area is now the responsibility of the Council.

ry in the Hall. The more people complain the bette

r chance of them resolving
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F.A.C.E. (Fighting Against Cancer
Edinburgh)

Help raise funds for this charity based at the
Western Oncology Unit by donating used
postage stamps and help pay for sick
children make a trip to Lapland. All
donations gratefully received — contact
Jackie on 01875 820260.

All donations welcome
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Save your Bottle Tops

Help raise funds for a wheelchair by donating your plastic
bottle tops.

Contact Jackie on 01875 820260.
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THE BIRDS IN OUR GARDEN

The Fieldfare

The bird life around us never fails to surprise and delight me. The latest is a Scandinavian winter
visitor named the Fieldfare who arrived here in October/early November. It has the appearance of
a large Thrush and is specially protected as it is such a rare breeding bird in Britain. | did notice
there were a great many of them and was amazed to find out that they stay with us until Spring
(March-May) during which time there can be up to 750,000 birds!

They eat worms, snalils, insects and fruit so it is very important that we don’t cut back our berry
bushes!

On the subject of our feathered friends — | thought you may like to read a story sent in about an
interesting radio programme called Beardyman and the Mimics —

“It was about a man visiting the Hebrides trying to record the sound of corncrakes, which he did, only to find it
was actually a starling making the sound. This bird had a large repertoire of sounds of various birds that it
could mimic. The most interesting sound it could mimic was that of a water pump engine.

The man played the recording for the listeners — it began with the sound of the engine being cranked to start it
then after a shaky start the sound of the engine running smoothly. The recordist had never heard anything like
it before or since. EM” Susan Owenson
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