
Village Mode 

    Seventh edition – June 2009                                                        A peek into life in North Middleton 
 
 
Letter from the Editor 

 
Summer has arrived.  The plants in our gardens are growing at a phenomenal rate 
and need our regular tender loving care.  I am reaping the rewards of my first ever 
garden vegetables.  Garden salad  is so easy to grow and tastes so good.  I had 
no idea it was so simple. 
There are also lots of lively garden visitors and some can be a real delight.. 
We see and hear so many different birds as well as the occasional baby rabbit.  
However, a favourite regular visitor is a chubby hedgehog.  As we don’t appear to 
have had much slug damage (fingers and toes crossed) we hope he/she will 
continue to stop by for many months to come and assist to keep our garden a 
relatively slug free zone. 
On the subject of the dreaded slug – some of you may have seen the recent press 
article about the sad death of a Labrador who ate slug pellets.  Pellets contain 
poisonous chemicals and are highly toxic if eaten by a child or animal.  For a little 
hedgehog it can lead to a very slow and painful death so think carefully how you 
use. 
Event news – preparation is in full swing for this year’s Village Fete which will be 
held on Saturday 22 August.  Read below for full details. 
Finally, thanks to those readers who have asked after our fur baby, Pooh the cat.  
Although she now has arthritis and doesn’t venture too far these days she is doing 
very well for a 14 year old.  Thank you..  

Happy reading.                                                                
Susan Owenson – Editor & Secretary 
42 Borthwick Castle Terrace             email – secretary@middletonvillagehall.org.uk 

What do you grow in your garden?  What is your 
favourite plant and what are your tips for growing 

same? 
Why not share your tips, stories about wildlife in your 

garden, in fact anything you think might make 
interesting reading.  Please get in touch either via email 

or simply drop a note through my door. 

 
My garden tips are - 
1. Never water your garden in full sun, especially not 
on leaves as this may cause scorching.  Best times to 
water your garden are early morning or late evening 
when the sun has gone down, preferably at the roots.   
2. Take care not to scorch yourself either – don’t 
forget your sunscreen. 

 

 
Middleton Homecoming Night 

 
A great night was had by all on Saturday 23 May.  The sell out audience was entertained by a wide range of local 
performers who provided a real flavour of traditional music, performance and dance. 
The equally traditional Scottish mal went down well with all those present. 
This event formed part of the 2009 Homecoming Scotland celebrations and was being part-financed by the 
Scottish Government, Midlothian Council and the European Community Tyne Esk Leader 2007-2013 Programme. 
Many thanks go to all those who gave up their time before, during and after the event to ensure that it was a great 
success.  All proceeds from the event will be used to support local groups and to kick start the Middleton 
Christmas Light fund.                                                                                                                            Gillian Lithgow 
 



 
BORTHWICK WRI 

 
Members and friends enjoyed a wonderful day out on our Annual 
Outing.  This year we visited Oban.  The sun shone all day for us.  
We stopped for a coffee at the “Green Wellie” then on to Oban for 
shopping!  Thanks must go to Phyllis Veitch for organising this very 
successful day. 
 
Our June meeting was our annual “open night” when we were 
joined by other Rurals and many friends.  It was a packed house!  
To hear “The Middens” at their very best.  Many of the Rural ladies 
let their hair down and were standing clapping and singing along 
with the Band.   
 
A lovely buffet was served and the 80 raffle prizes drawn. 
Anne Baxter gave special thanks to the Committee who had 
provided the buffet and had worked very hard to get everyone 
seated and fed.  It was a most successful evening. 
 
We open again on Tuesday 9 September at 7 pm when our own 
Jackie McLaren will give a talk on skin care.  If you are interested 
do come along and join us.  Entry only 50p for non-members.  
  
Frances Smail 
 

Mums & Toddlers 

 
Middleton Toddler Group meets every 
Thursday 12.30-2.30 in the Village Hall 
and is a great chance for pre-school 
children and their parents/carers to 
get together.  We currenly have around 
10-12 children aged between just a few 
months old up to 5 years attending 
regularly.  The group will finish up on 
2 July for the duration of the school 
holidays but will recommence on 
Thursday 20 August.  We also 
sometimes meet up at Vogrie Country 
Park or a soft play centre during 
holiday periods.  Oh, and the mums 

quite like to try and get together for the 
occasional night off too!   
Feel free to drop in any Thursday or 
contact Rhona Holland on 10875 
823503 for more details.   
Cost is £2 weekly to cover the cost of 
hiring the Hall. 

                MIDDLETON YOUTH CLUB 

 

The Middleton Youth Club is now very much alive and kicking.  With the monies raised and the 

fundraising dance in February and the £3500 provided by the Big Lottery Fund we have now been able 

to purchase a range of equipment for use by members. 

 

There are already 19 new members who are supported by 8 willing volunteers.  The club meets on the 

first Thursday of every month for all young people between the ages of 8 and 16 years living in and 

around Middleton. 

 

If you are interested in joining the club then we would love to see you at the next session which is 

Thursday 2 July 6.30pm – 9pm at the Village Hall. 

Contact middletonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk for more info 

Gillian Lithgow 
Road Safety 

 
A resident of Cleuch Ave recently noticed a near accident on the A7 at the North Middleton junction and wrote to the Midlothian Council 
about the safety of the junction.  For cars pulling out from North Middleton and heading into Edinburgh the junction can be risky if cars or 
bikes are travelling fast along the A7 from the south.  David Sharp from the Midlothian Council gave good consideration to the issue and 
responded quickly.  A speed camera can not be installed as there have not been enough accidents (!) however consideration is being given 
to temporary speed camera to the area to the south of North Middleton.  Another option being considered is moving the sign to the south of 
the junction which currently blocks the view.  If you also have concerns the contact at the Midlothian Council is: 
David Sharp, 
Principal Officer, Transportation Planning & Road Safety, 
Strategic Services, Midlothian Council, 
Fairfield House, Dalkeith EH22 3ZN  tel 0131 271 3518  David.Sharp@midlothian.gov.uk                                                                    Karen Titulaer 



NEWS FROM MOORFOOT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Moorfoot School Parent Teachers Group are holding a coffee morning in Middleton Village Hall on Saturday 21 November from 10-

12, and before that 3 October - Coffee Morning at Temple Village Hall, 10-12. 

 

The whole school took a trip to Lauriston Castle in Edinburgh recently and enjoyed seeing round this grand mansion, exploring the 

woodland and taking a sauna in the glasshouse! 

 

The nursery class are visiting East Links Farm near Dunbar for their summer trip. 

 

On Thursday 11 June, P3/4 and P4/5 hosted a Senior Community Event. This is their report:  

“There was an overwhelming response from the local seniors and dignitaries who had been invited and thankfully we had catered for 

the masses as the refreshments flew off the tables after the excitement of all our displays. We had displays of our cross-stitch, 

board games, ICT skills and outdoor pursuits and gardening. We also had a bookstand where we sold Our Community booklet full of 

local facts and information. They were a sell out and we ended up taking orders for them as they were so popular. (contact us if you 

would like to order one). We managed to raise over £70 for school funds so what a successful day. We all enjoyed it very much and 

wish to say a big thank you to all those who came along and particularly our teachers, Miss Fallens and Miss Turner for all their hard 

work in organising the day.” 

 

School Sports Day had to be postponed due to torrential rain, however it is taking place on 24 June and it looks like sunscreen and 

hats will be the order of the day. 

 

Our Duck Race is scheduled for Saturday 12 September at 3pm – this has turned into a great fund-raiser for the school and the 

PTG has even gone into business of duck rental – with customers from as far away as Aberdeen! If you are interested in holding 

your own duck race please contact Marie Wilson on 01875 820549 or Ashe Tait 01875 821842 for further details. 

 

Middleton Village Fete - The school will have a stall with tombola so please hand any donations of items suitable for children such as 

books,  toys, games and gadgets ( as long as they are complete and in good condition) etc to the school before then.  

 

The school website is now up and running so for more details about school goings-on please check here – moorfoot.mgfl.info (no 

www. at the front for some reason – we are working on getting a more user-friendly web address).                              Coline Hyslop 
Middleton Music Club 

Meeting in the Hall every 4 weeks.  If you play 
an acoustic instrument at any level why not 
come along and join in or even if you want to 
just come along and listen.  All we ask is a 
donation to cover the cost of hiring the Hall, 
usually £1.  Next dates – 

Sunday 28 June at 7.30 pm 
Sunday 26 July at 7.30 pm 

Further dates will be announced.   
For details call Callum – 01875 823827/ 07845 
732777. 

No bar available so if you 
wish, bring your own bottle. 

 Middleton Senior Citizens Club 
 

Dance dates – 
 

18 July – 7-11 pm – Bon Accord 
some tickets still available – price £5 

 

3 October – George King & his Band 
 
31 December – David Sturgeon & Norman Sheed 
 

Contact George on 820786 or Eddie on 822768 
 

Middleton Village Hall Association would like to thank Middleton Senior 

Citizens Club for their kind donation of £500.  This was put to very good 
use with the purchase of a new griddle and other items for the Hall 

kitchen.                                                              

CLOWNING AROUND 

 
“Clowning Around” is this year’s Summer Holiday Club for chIldren from Primary 1 – 

Primary 3. This year’s Holiday Club which is run by Borthwick Cranstoun and Fala Churchesl 

will have a Circus theme with custard pies... clowning around ...puppets....as well as a 

circus “soap” drama. The programme will contain some teaching about the Christian faith 

and it takes place each day in the Community Hall in Pathhead from Monday 27July - 

Friday 31 July from 10.00am to 12noon.Further details are available from Mary 

Leitch:leitch.mary@googlemail.com or ‘phone 01875.320314 

KICKBOXING 
Monday evenings at 

the Village Hall 

5.30-6.30 pm. 

For details contact 

Emma Hughes – 

07984 434772. 

 



FARMER FACTS                              by Fiona Ross       
                        
Wet weather is usually the starting point of this report, but for a change I’ll not be saying that! Things have been dry in the 
first half of 2009, especially when you compare them to the first 6 months of 2008. 

 

I have a rain gauge in our garden and we have had 175mm of rainfall (that’s 7 inches for you older readers!) up to 22nd 
June 2009. Amazingly we received 424.5mm (17 inches) up to 30 June 2008. The main difference was in January – 36.5mm 

Jan 09 and a saturating 232mm Jan 08.  

 

As a result, farmers who have irrigation systems are now watering fields - eg potatoes and other vegetables to encourage 

them to grow. This is of course is an expensive and sometimes time-consuming business.  
 

The recent spell of warmer sunny weather has meant that silage making (cutting grass and letting it lie a little to dry before 
putting it into a clamp or bag for using to feed to animals during the winter months) has progressed quicker and with less 

stress than in most years! Most farmers cut a crop of silage in late May/early June, let the grass grow again and cut another 

crop again in July. 

 

The drier weather also means that this year’s lamb crop have been growing on well and the oldest lambs will have reached 

heavier weights by now and will have been sent off to market already.  

 
It is the Royal Highland Show 25-28 June, where many farmers spend a few days ‘holiday’ catching up with friends, watching 

the large number of livestock classes being judged (not always to their agreement!) and discussing the woes of the industry - 

usually weather related! I hope you enjoyed the day out if you went along too. 

 

 

 

Gas Supplies for North Middleton 

 

 
The Competition Commission has been investigating the Bulk LPG Market and has ordered that LPG suppliers such 

as Flogas make it easier for customers to switch suppliers.  The Orders require gas suppliers to allow large gas tanks, 

such as that installed in on Cleuch Road, to change hands to the new suppliers.  The Commission hope to make 

the market more competitive, resulting in better prices for customers.   

The Commissions Orders come into effect in November this year.  Residents could approach Flogas in the autumn 

and let them know that they are aware of the Orders imposed by the Commission.  Revised pricing could be 

requested and compared to quotes from other suppliers.  Hopefully this action in itself would result in a better price 

from Flogas without having to switch.   

The Borthwick Green Residents Association is considering next steps. If anyone would like more information about 

the Competition Commission investigation please feel free to contact Karen Titulaer at 15 Cleuch Ave by either 

dropping by or emailing karentitulaer@yahoo.com.au.  

 
Karen Titulaer 

 

 
HALL AGM                                                                                                                                          PILATES 
Details to be announced soon – proposed for mid-August.                                                    Please note, from end June, there will be 
Check out the website at middletonvillagehall.org.uk                                                                             no classes 
 



  

LINE DANCING 

 

 

Want to meet the 
neighbours, learn to dance 
and get fit?  Why not try Line 
Dancing.  Anyone is welcome 
from age 8 upwards and no 
worries if you haven’t tried it 
before – the first half hour is 
for beginners but you can 
stay for the full 2 hours. 
Every Wednesday 7.00-9.00 pm 

£2 per adult & £1 per child per 

session.   

Beginner class 7.00-7.30 pm 

followed by intermediate and 

advanced class 7.30-9.00 pm.  

All are welcome to attend for 

the entire session – same price! 

 
Contact Anne on 01875 
821014 

Action 4 Dogs – Dog Training Course 

 
 
 

The next Training School start date is Monday 31 August. 

 

We have also two new Seminars to announce: 

 

24 October 2009 – Edinburgh – venue tba 

TLC Thinking Like Canines seminar 

Barbara Sykes MCFBA MBIPDT 

 

28/29 November 2009 – Edinburgh – venue tba 

Think Dog/Talk Dog Workshop 

Sarah Whitehead BA (Hons), Msc 

 

For more info or to obtain booking form people should contact us at: 

 

Action 4 Dogs 

info@action4dogs.co.uk 

www.action4dogs.co.uk 

Mob. 07999 866 989 

 
 

COUNCILLOR SURGERIES AT THE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

Colin Beattie – first Saturday each month / Jim 
Muirhead – fourth Saturday each month - 

Check website for full details 
Rhona Brankin MSP – surgeries planned for 

every 4 weeks – check out Village Hall/website 
for full details 

 
CRAFTY FINGERS 

 
Try out a wide range of crafts including jewellery making, silk dying, 
friendly plastic, pottery painting,origami and bead work.  

Currently maximum number reached for class.  Email Colette 

Pemberton c.pemberton@napier.ac.uk if you would like your child to be 

placed on the waiting list. 
Classes held one Thursday each month from 7.00-8.45 pm. 

Cost £10 annual subscription and a monthly charge of £2 per meeting.  

This covers all materials and includes a drink and a snack. 
 
 
 

THE VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                         www.middletonvillagehall.org.uk  

Looking for somewhere to celebrate that special occasion or a fund-raiser ?  The Hall is available for 
local groups, private or corporate hire.  Full details and hire rates can be found by visiting the website where you 

can check out availability at a glance.  To place a booking contact Anne Russell on 01875 821014 or speak to her 

in person Monday-Friday 8.30 am-12 noon at the Village Post Office, 37 Borthwick Castle Road.  Check out the 

website where you will find up to date news and details of forthcoming events taking place at the Hall. 
 
Of course, don’t forget that all are welcome at the monthly Committee meetings – held on the 
second Thursday of each month at 7.30 pm.   

Check out the website at www.middletonvillagehall.org.uk. 



THE BIRDS IN OUR GARDEN 
 
 

 
THE OYSTER CATCHER 

You must have heard the distinctive loud call of the Oyster Catchers.  Many appear 
to be breeding in the local vicinity right now.   
 
They are large stocky birds with glossy black and white plumage, distinctive long 

red bills and rose-pink legs.  
  
They are ground nesting birds, and breed on almost all UK costs however over the 
past 50 years, due to the lack of their favourite food – cockles – many have 
started to breed inland where they eat mainly worms and insects.  Many winter on 
the east coast where they are joined by birds from Norway.   
 
So next time you hear that distinctive shrill and see a large black and white bird 

overhead you will know what it is. 

 
Don’t forget – all birds have many small mouths to feed right now so it is 
especially important to keep putting food on your bird table. 

 
2 0 0 9   S U M M E R  F E T E  –  S A T U R D A Y  2 2  A U G U S T 

 

 
This year’s Summer Fete will be held on Saturday 22 August.  The ever-popular teas and cakes will be on 

sale in the Hall and lots of entertainment for the kids.  For all cyclists, the Bike Shed are coming along with a 

Dr Bike and an obstacle course.  Our wonderful new Youth Club will run a Hot Dog Stand.  All regular Hall 

users are doing their bit and we have many volunteers already but so we can all enjoy as much of the Fete as 

possible, it’s not too late to join our team.  If you have any ideas you would like to share please get in touch.  

If you would like to help out a for a short time on the day please do let me know or come along to the next 

Planning Meeting scheduled for Thursday 21 July at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.  
 

If you haven’t started already, everyone can start now by collecting those unwanted items we might use for 

sale on the day – we need – 
 

Children’s – books, toys, games and gadgets (complete and in good condition) 
Other items - good quality clothes, books, household items and toys 

Seeds, plants and cuttings 
Some of these items will go to a children’s tombola being run by Moorfoot Primary School and 

Middleton Toddler Group as well as an adult tombola being run by the WRI 
Bottles for the bottle stall – this can be anything from champagne to shampoo 

 
On the day – don’t forget we need lots of cake and candy! 

 
We will advise deposit/collection details nearer the time.   

Susan Owenson 

 

There is no charge for printing your article in Village Mode.  Why not drop me a note of anything you think might 

be of interest to the community and I will include in a future edition.  Don’t forget – Village Mode Needs You 

 

A big thank you to all contributors.  Whatever you do, enjoy your summer.                                                                                          

Susan Owenson 

 


