
Village Mode 

    8th Edition – September 2009                                        A peek into lif e in North Middleton 

 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Another Summer almost gone, but what a Summer!  We did have some 
fabulous weather, in between the showers, and my wish for sunshine on 
the day of the Fete came true.  Many thanks to all those who either 
helped out with stalls/events, or just came along and joined in the fun – 
everyone involved made it a day to remember.  We added a substantial 
amount to the Hall coffers which will go a long way to keep your Village 
Hall alive and kicking.   
Of course we can’t overlook the other big event of the year – the filming 
of the Wicker Tree.  The final burning scene brought out not only the 
entire Village, but visitors from far and wide and also the Middleton 
midge whose oscar nominated role contributed to making it an 
unforgettable experience for many!  I am anxious to see the movie, as I 
am sure you are too.  

 
To enable us to continue the sterling work done by your Village Hall Committee we are always on the lookout for new members.  
Why not join us at our forthcoming AGM on 14 October.  The Committee meets on the second Thursday of each month. 
 
Looking for somewhere to celebrate that special occ asion, fund-raiser, wedding or funeral.  The Hall i s available for local 
groups, corporate or private hire.  Full details an d rates can be found by visiting the website where you can check 
availability at a glance.  Alternatively contact An ne Russell at your local Post Office on 01875821014  or pop in Monday-
Friday 8.30-12 noon at 37 Borthwick Castle Road.   
Check out the website for all up to date news – www.middletonvillagehall.org.uk .        

Happy reading.                                                 Susan Owenson – Editor & Secretary, 42 Borthwick Castle Terrace             
BORTHWICK WRI 

 
We had a very enjoyable afternoon outing to Kelso in August.  We had a great 
shopping spree in the Original Factory Shop followed by coffee and cakes at the 
Garden Centre.  After a look around the town we had high tea at the Cross Keys Hotel.  
Thanks to Phyllis Veitch for arranging this. 
Jackie McLaren demonstrated “skin care” at our September meeting, accompanied by 
her two friends Tracy and Nicky who have a home business producing soaps. 
We also manned a very successful Tombola & Plant Stall at the Village Fete - 
members also served on the Cake & Candy Stall. 
In October we celebrate our 88th Birthday at the Coronation Inn.   
We have had a few new members recently but will always welcome more.  We meet in 
the Village Hall on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 pm.        Frances Smail 

LINE DANCING 
 

 

 
 

Did you enjoy the demonstration at 

this year’s Fete so much that you 

wanted to join in?  Well why not meet 

the neighbours, learn to dance and get 

fit.  At weekly classes, anyone is 

welcome from age 8 upwards and no 

worries if you haven’t tried it before – 

the first half hour is for beginners but 

you can stay for the full 2 hours. 

Every Wednesday 7.00-9.00 pm £2 per 

adult & £1 per child per session.   

Beginner class 7.00-7.30 pm followed by 

intermediate and advanced class 7.30-

9.00 pm.  All are welcome to attend for 

the entire session – same price! 

 

Contact Anne on 01875 821014 

  MIDDLETON YOUTH CLUB NEWS     
The Youth Club is delighted to have just received £200.00 from Moorfoot 

Community Council to purchase games equipment. The young people 
hope to purchase an air hockey table and free standing basket ball hoop.  

The club has recently submitted a funding proposal to the ‘Scotland in 
Focus’ fund for £2000 to carry out the painting of a mural on the A7 

underpass.  The youth club have been working with Cllr Colin Beattie and 

the Creative Links Officer from Midlothian Council to progress this work.  A 
small task group of young people has been set up to take this project 

forward. It is hoped this work will be carried out October/November.   
Don’t forget we’re open on the first Thursday of every month. The opening 

times have been revised to 6.30pm – 8.30pm for the winter. Next meeting 
Thursday 1 October.                                                        Gillian Lithgow 

 



 

LIVE MUSIC AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Highway Jones – Saturday 17 October 

Tickets sold out but if you wish to be 

added to reserve list contact Callum on 

823827 
Always a busy night – they play Free, Bad 

Company, Red Hot Chilli Peppers, AC/DC. 

 

Full Metal Racket – Friday 4 December 

Classic rock and metal - Deep 

Purple,AC/DC,Led Zeppelin,etc. 

 
For details and tickets – all priced £5 - contact 

Callum 823827 

 

 

MIDDLETON MUSIC CLUB 

 

Meeting in the Hall every 4 weeks.  If 

you play an acoustic instrument, guitar, 

fiddle, banjo, harmonica etc at any 

level why not come along and join the 

“jam session” for a bit of fun.  

Alternatively you are more than 

welcome to just come along and listen.   

 

Forthcoming sessions on Sunday 

evenings at 7.30 pm – 20 September, 18 

October, 15 November. 

 

For further details contact Callum on 

823827. 

 

Middleton Senior Citizens Club 

 
Tickets still on sale for future dance dates 
 
3 October – 7pm-11pm –  

George King & his Band 

Tickets £5  
 
31 December – 7pm-12.30 pm – 

David Sturgeon & Norman Sheed 

Tickets £10 (buffet & bar) 
 
Contact George on 820786 or Eddie on 
822768 

 
Mums & Toddlers 

 

Middleton Toddler Group has now re-started after the summer holidays.  We meet 
every Thursday 12.30-2.30 in the Village Hall and it is a great chance for pre-school 
children and their parents/carers to get together with local children and parents – 
all welcome, pop along any time.  We currently have children aged between just a 
few months old up to 5 years attending regularly.   
We also sometimes meet up at Vogrie Country Park or a soft play centre during 
holiday periods.  Oh, and the mums quite like to try and get together for the 
occasional night off too!   
We have recently installed baby changing facilities. 
Feel free to drop in any Thursday or contact Rhona Holland on 01875 823503 for 
more details.   
Cost is £2 weekly to cover the cost of hiring the Hall.                            Rhona Holland 
 

 

FARMER FACTS                                        by Fiona Ross      
                         

 
Remember my report this time last year – rain, rain and more rain had led to very difficult conditions for farmers to harvest their 
crops as the fields were so wet. Thankfully I can report much better conditions this time around.  
 
My last report in June advised that the start to the year was much drier than in 2008 and for the majority of the time that has 
remained. We have of course had a few wet days – with one excessive downpour over 24 hours.     

 
Thankfully we have had a dry spell for more than 24 hours in one go and this has seen almost all farmers completing their harvest 

by now.   
 

However, there is always a downside and this year it is on the financial side. Crops sown this time last year were costly to establish, 
as fertiliser prices were sky high last year. Grain being harvested in the past few weeks has on average cost c. £120/tonne to grow 
(covering the cost of buying the seed, spraying (for diseases) and fertilising) against a sale price at the moment c. £80/tonne.  
 
This leads to difficult decisions for farmers – do they sell grain at a loss just now or store their grain until the price rises (hopefully!). 
Unfortunately storage can be an issue as most farmers need these sheds for housing their cattle when the colder/wetter winter 
weather arrives. Another reason for us to pray for this current weather to continue!   
 

There is a saying in agriculture – corn up, hoof down or vice versa. 

 



Middleton Village Community Hall Association 
 

A G M 
 

Tuesday 14 October 2009 
 

7pm at the Village Hall 
 

COUNCILLOR 

SURGERIES AT THE 
VILLAGE HALL 

 

Colin Beattie – first 
Saturday each month 
1100-1145 
 
Jim Muirhead – fourth 
Saturday each month 
1130-1200.   
 
Check website for full 
details 

CRAFTY FINGERS 
 

Try out a wide range of crafts including 

jewellery making, silk dying, friendly plastic, 
pottery painting,origami and bead work.  

Currently maximum number reached for class.  
Email Colette Pemberton 

c.pemberton@napier.ac.uk if you would like 

your child to be placed on the waiting list. 

Classes held one Thursday each month from 

7.00-8.45 pm. 
Cost £10 annual subscription and a monthly 

charge of £2 per meeting.  This covers all 
materials and includes a drink and a snack. 

KICKBOXING 
 
Monday evenings at the Village 

Hall 5.30-6.30 pm. 

For details contact Emma Hughes 

07984 434772. 

 
Free trial lesson 

*PIGEON UPDATE* 

 

We have now reached the end of young bird 

racing season.  Fanciers have had a tough 

season with very high losses of young birds.  

Most of this was due to birds being 

liberated at race points in very strong west 

winds – possibly as a result of poor race 

controlling.  This has meant that fanciers 

around Midlothian have had to cut short 

their young bird season to enable them to 

retain enough stock for next year’s racing. 

One good report is the great news of Rod 

Pringle whose entry in the Scottish 

National Flying Club won second open from 

Andresel in France – a fantastic 

performance from Rod, up against the 

whole of Scotland!  If the pub was open the 

drinks would definitely be on him!! 

Those birds who did make it home can now 

have a well earned rest.  We wish Eric, Davi 

and Rod all the best and look forward to 

hearing top results next year.  

CHURCH NEWS 
 

Dates for your diary – 
 
27 September – Back to Church Sunday 
If you haven’t been to church for a while or have never been why not join the flok 
on 27 September at 0930. 
 
4 October – Communion Sunday - 0930 

 
 

BLYTHSWOOD SHOE BOX APPEAL 

 

Following success of previous years leaflets will be dropping 
through your letterboxes shortly for the 2009 appeal.   
In 2008 132,000 shoeboxes were sent to Albania, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, India, Moldova, Romania, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Ukraine. 
This is a tremendous figure that can only be achieved by the 
dedication of thousands of people around the UK who take time to 
make up the boxes. We know how happy these boxes make the 
people who receive them and how surprised they are to receive a 
present from someone who doesn’t even know them. Please 
consider taking the time this year to fill a shoebox and make 
someone smile this Christmas.                                  Carrie Bennett 

THE BIRDS IN OUR GARDEN 
 

THE SWALLOW 
 
I know many of us have been watching the wonderful displays by Swallows getting 
ready for departure from our area after a successful breeding season.  These past 
few days our skies have been full of them training for the trip to Africa.   

Unfortunately for us, this sight doesn’t fill our skies for long as the Swallows busy 
themselves in preparation for their hazardous journey through western France, over 

the Pyrenees, through eastern Spain into Morocco, and across the Sahara Desert – 
some even travel further into the Nile Valley.  They migrate by day at low altitudes 

averaging about 200 miles per day at speeds up to 35 mph.  Although they build up 
fat reserves prior to departure many die from starvation, exhaustion and in storms.   
We wish them a fond farewell and safe journey and look forward to their return in 
April/May next year.                                                                  Susan Owenson 

 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget – keep feeding the birds. 



 

Action 4 Dogs – Dog Training School – Eight Week Course 

NEXT SCHOOL – Starting Monday 26 October – 7.30-8.30 pm at the Village Hall. 

Contact us if you want to be emailed a booking form – info@action4dogs.co.uk 

 

As mentioned in the previous Mode Action 4 Dogs are organising two seminars aimed at any dog lovers around the Lothians & 

Borders area.  Local interest has been great and we anticipate quite a gathering of like minded people to learn and to chat.   

 

Barbara Sykes -  SEMINAR 

24 October 2009 

North Middleton Village Hall, Midlothian, 
EH23 4QU 

 

This Seminar is aimed at dog trainers and 
anyone who has a dog, whether competing or 
simply a companion. 

 
Thinking Like Canines  is a Concept in 
Personal Development, Leadership skills, a 
unique way of understanding natural 
communication with your dog. It is a method to 
provide firm foundations for the successful 
training of a happy, well behaved dog in a 
companion home, for agility, obedience and 
working trials.   

Sarah Whitehead - SEMINAR 

28 & 29 November 2009 

Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston, By Edinburgh 
Airport 

 

This is a unique opportunity for practitioners, tra iners 
and keen dog owners to attend a two day Seminar wit h 
this acclaimed International Behaviourist and Pet 
Behaviour Counsellor helping dogs with behavioural 
problems. 

Sarah will present case histories, video material, and 
latest thoughts and findings on both canine behavio ur 
and the human end of the lead, helping you to becom e 
even more effective with your dog training. 

 

 

 
 

NEWS FROM MOORFOOT 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Another hugely successful Duck Race was held last Saturday 12 September – thanks to all the residents of North Middleton 

and surrounding areas who bought ducks. The money raised will go towards trips and outdoor education for the children. 

The whole school enjoyed a day at the Edinburgh Book Festival at the start of term. 

The ‘Travelling by Tuba’ classical music duo held workshops with all the Primary children and then they gave a really 

enjoyable performance to parents and children in the evening.  

The first Dress Down Friday of the new session raised £54 for Scottish Love in Action. (Scottish Love in Action (SLA) is a 

charity based in Scotland that cares for and supports destitute children in India) on the last Friday of every month the 

children can wear non-uniform clothes and pay £1 which goes towards supporting a school in India. A representative from 

SLA will be visiting the school on 28 September. 

Upcoming events:      Harvest Assembly – Mon 5 October at 9am – Parents and friends are all welcome  

                                 Beetle Drive – date to be confirmed                                                                                      Coline Hyslop 
There is no charge for printing your article in Village Mode.  Why not drop me a note of anything you think might be 
of interest to the community and I will include in a future edition.  Don’t forget – Village Mode Needs You 
 

A big thank you to all contributors.   
Susan Owenson 

Middleton Village Community Hall Association 
A G M 

Tuesday 14 October 2009 – 7 pm 
at the Village Hall 



 
LOTHIAN COMMUNITY TRANSPORT SERVICES 

 
Lothian Community Transport operate bus services from Temple and Carrington to Straiton and to 

Tesco.  We have asked Lothian Community Transport Services about the possibility of North Middleton 

being included in these runs with a pick up and drop off at the Village Hall and we would like to know if 

you might be interested in using these buses. 

 

Bus passes could be used and for anyone who doesn’t have a pass, a minimal fare would be charged.  

Please note it is a return journey and would be very useful for our elderly residents.   

 

Current services -  

 

Monday Service Bus No R5 –  
Approx 10.45 am Temple route/Carrington/Bonnyrigg/Loanhead to Sainsbury’s Straiton arriving approx 

11.30 am and returning 12.25 pm 

Thursday Service Bus No R1 – 
Approx 10.35 am – Dalkeith/Bonnyrigg/Carrington/Temple arriving Tesco 10.55 am (circular) and 

returning 12.25 pm 

 

Lothian Community Transport Services have agreed to work with us and to include a survey in the 

Village Mode to see if anyone in the Village or surrounding area would be interested in using the 

service.  The outcome will depend on the interest generated.  However, please do not say you will use if 

you do not intend to.  For us to be included there is a cost involved so we need to provide actual figures 

to get the service up and running and to continue to run once it is in place. 

Jim Veitch 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please complete and deliver to either the local Post Office or the Village Hall 
 
 

I will use the R5 Bus on a Monday …….. 

 

I will use the R1 bus on a Thursday …….. 

 
Please tick the journey that interests you – if both journeys, tick both 

 

Name _________________________________________ 

 
Address (incl post code)  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Telephone ______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

We will let you know the outcome of this survey and, if successful, we will send you a 
timetable.   

Check out our website at www.middletonvillagehall.org.uk for updates. 
 

Thank you. 
Jim Veitch 

 


