Village Mode

A peek into life in North Middleton

from the Editor -

A very warm welcome to the Christmas edition of Your Village Mode. T
have packed in as much as possible to keep you busy in the lead-up to
Christmas - hopefully a little something for all ages. Speaking of which,
please note that you don't have to be a senior citizen to join your
neighbours at this year's Hogmany Party in the Village Hall - everyone is
welcome and the tickets are selling fast - see below for details.
Remember too that all are welcome at the Village Hall Committee meetings
held on the second Thursday of each month. Check out the website for
info on what is happening at Your Village Hall -
www.midd/etonvillagehall.org.uk.
Whatever you do, have a very Happy Christmas and a good New Year and I
look forward to speaking with you in 2010.

Susan Owenson, Editor - Email - ericowenson@madasafish.com

LIVE MUSIC AT THE VILLAGE HALL

There are still tickets available for
Full Metal Racket - Friday 4 December
Doors open 8 pm
Classic rock and metal - Deep
Purple, AC/DC,Led Zeppelin,etc
For details and tickets — all priced £5 - contact

Callum on 07845732777.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
AT THE VILLAGE HALL

If you don’t already have the date on your calendar — this year’s
Children’s Christmas Party is taking place at the Village Hall

on 13 December from 2 pm until 4 pm.

Please order your tickets and tell us ages of kids by Monday
7 December so we can tell Santa who’s coming along.

Fun, snacks and goodies will be provided.

Tickets are priced £2 and available from Rhona Holland tel 823503

CHRISTMAS TREES

Order this year's Christmas Tree from the
Bethany Trust Charity and help someone less
fortunate than you to enjoy a better
Christmas.

If you buy a Caring Christmas Tree the

Trust guarantee to provide a homeless person
with a Christmas dinner, bed for the night
and breakfast. The trees are great quality
and you can choose from various sites
around the Edinburgh area.

Website www.caringchristmastree.com or call
0845 111 TREE (8733)

or Anne Russell tel 821014 at the Post Office.
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,, The Heriot Players

present their adaptation of
Calamity Dance

3-5 December 2009 in Macfie Hall,Heriot at
7.30 pm

Tickets: Adult £5.00 / Child/OAP £3.00
From Frantic and Heriot Post Office

Middleton Music Club
If you play an acoustic instrument at any level
why not come along and join in or even if you
want to just come along and listen. All we
ask is a donation to cover the cost of hiring
the Hall, usually £1.
There are no December meetings but we
will be back in the New Year — all
meetings 7.30-10.30 pm — on 24 January,
21 February & 18 April
For more details call Callum — 01875 823827/
07845 732777.
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No bar available so

remember to bring yourself a beer.

Middleton Senior Citizens Club
Hogmany Dance at the Village Hall - ALL WELCOME
A few tickets still available - priced £10
from George on 820786 or Eddie on 822768
Buffet meal — 6.30 for 7 pm sharp
Band - David Sturgeon




BORTHWICK WRI

The Rural Ladies celebrated our 88" Birthday with
a lovely meal at the Coronation Inn.

In November we held our AGM. Reports from the
office bearers were very satisfactory and
Borthwick Rural continues to thrive. The
Committee remains the same for the next session.
The evening finished off with a hilarious beetle
drive which produced some very weird looking
beetles.

Our meeting on Tuesday 8 December is a
demonstration on potato recipes.

Visitors will be made most welcome. Admission is
£1 which includes tea, so why not come along.

Christmas Tip

BLYTHSWOOD SHOE
BOX APPEAL

An extra big thank you
to all who contributed
to this year’s
overwhelming response
of 50 boxes from
Borthwick Parish. To
find out how much joy
these boxes bring to
those who receive them
and how you can assist
throughout the year
visit the website at
www.blythswood.org

Left-over wool crocheted into chains makes

colourful string for wrapping gifts. Carrie Bennett

Frances Smail

MOORFOOT SCHOOL PTG

The school PTG raised £389.31 at the coffee morning
held in the Village Hall on 21 November.

A big thank you to everyone who turned up on the
day and for the donations of home baking.

Lisa Campbell
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g YOUTH CLUB NEWS

The Youth Club is delighted to have purchased games
equipment with the £200 received from Moorfoot Community
Council. The new air hockey table and free standing basket
ball hoop are welcome additions to the activities on offer at
the club.

The club was successful in securing £1500 from the ‘Scotland
in Focus’ fund for to carry out the painting of a mural on the
A7 underpass. A small task group of young people has been
set up to take this project forward, watch this pace and the
Middleton Village Hall website for updates. If you would like
to get involved contact the youth club at
middletonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk

In addition the club has also just heard that another funding
application to CashBack for Communities for £1900 has been
approved, this will allow the club to open two evenings a
month instead of one supported by Midlothian Council youth
work staff. The dates for next years youth club sessions will
be posted on the Village Hall website.

The opening times for the youth club have been revised to
6.30— 8.30pm for the winter. Next youth club sessions will be
held on Thursday 3 December and Thursday 7 January.

PS — Do you have any spare half tins of bright emulsion
sitting around. Painting of the underpass is scheduled for 3,
4 and 5 January (weather permitting). If you have any paint
which you think may be of use please contact Gillian on
821939.

Please bear with us whilst this work is going on — we are sure
you will be impressed with the results.
Gillian Lithgow
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NEWS FROM MOORFOOT PRIMARY SCHOOL

October’s Beetle Drive was a great success
and enjoyed by parents and children.

The school had very successful and enjoyable
coffee mornings in Temple and Middleton in
October and November and funds raised are
helping to subsidise trips to the theatre: the
Nursery class went fo see ‘We're Going on @
Bear Hunt' at the King’s Theatre and P1-7 will
be seeing '‘Peter Pan’ at the Lyceum later in
December.

A dress-down day was held in aid of Children
in Need and raised over £100.

The Christmas event this year will be a Nativity
performed by the Nursery and P1s followed by
an Enterprise Event where you will have the
opportunity to buy decorations, cards, bags
and other crafts made by the children - this
takes place on Wednesday 9 December.

A Christmas Fair/Coffee Morning will be held in
aid of the Moorfoot Primary School and
Nursery, the Temple Nursery and the Temple
Village Hall Association on Saturday 5
December 10-1pm. Bacon rolls, coffee, juice
and home baking; soup will also be available
to warm you up. There will be plenty of
goodies for sale from Christmas essentials like
cards and giff tags to stocking fillers and
exciting treats for grownups and kids alike and
a raffle and tombola.

Villagers!! Moorfoot Primary School Needs You!
WE are looking for volunteers to bring their
skills to our children...gardening, crafts, maths,
sewing, baking...whatever your interests...we
could be interested in YOU! We have two very
friendly recruiting sergeants you can talk to at
the School Office or phone 01875 822989.




THE VILLAGE HALL
www.middletonvillagehall.org.uk

Looking for somewhere to celebrate that special
occasion or a fund-raiser ?

The Hall is available for local groups, private or corporate hire. Full
details and hire rates can be found by visiting the website where you
can check out availability at a glance.

To place a booking contact Anne Russell on 01875 821014 or speak to
her in person Monday-Friday 8.30 am-12 noon at the Village Post
Office, 37 Borthwick Castle Road.

Check out the website where you will find up to date news and details
of forthcoming events taking place at the Hall.

LINE DANCING

Did you enjoy the demonstration at this year’'s Fete
so much that you wanted to join in? Well why not
meet the neighbours, learn to dance and get fit.
At weekly classes, anyone is welcome from age 8
upwards and no worries if you haven't tried it
before - the first half hour is for beginners but
you can stay for the full 2 hours.

Every Wednesday 7.00-9.00 pm £2 per adult & £1 per
child per session. Beginner class 7.00-7.30 pm
followed by intermediate and advanced class 7.30-
9.00 pm. All are welcome to attend for the entire
session - same price! Contact Anne on 01875 821014

CRAFTY FINGERS

KICKBOXING

Try out a wide range of crafts including jewellery

COUNCILLOR SURGERIES
AT THE VILLAGE HALL

making, silk dying, friendly plastic, pottery
painting, origami and bead work.

Currently maximum number reached for class.
Email Colette Pemberton
c.pemberton@napier.ac.uk if you would like your
child to be placed on the waiting list.

Classes held one Thursday each month from
7.00-8.45 pm.

Cost £10 annual subscription and a monthly
charge of £2 per meeting. This covers all
materials and includes a drink and a snack.

Monday evenings at the Village Hall
5.30-6.30 pm.

For details contact Emma Hughes
07984 434772.

Free trial lesson

Colin Beattie — first Saturday
each month 1100-1145

Jim Muirhead - fourth
Saturday each month 1130-
1200.

Check website for full details

Mums & Toddlers
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Action 4 Dogs - Gas Supplies for North Middleton

Dog Training School
g g A quick update on the gas supplies for North Middleton. Those connected to one of the two

Flogas tanks in the village should have received an update and authorisation form to allow
discussions to start with Flogas and other suppliers for a better price. Copies of the
authorisation forms have been supplied to Flogas, who have been slow to respond (no surprises
there!). Other suppliers are showing a great interest though and some have provided indicative
prices lower than that offered by Flogas. Once the resident's representatives have been able
to speak to all suppliers, including Flogas, we will come back to you with proposals. In the
meantime if you are connected to one of the bulk tanks but haven't been asked to sign an
authorisation form please contact me on karentitulaer@yahoo.com.au or drop in to see me at 15
Cleuch Ave. For those on Borthwick Castle Tce, your contact is Arthur Clarke on
arthur.clarke@+alktalk.net, No 46.

Even if we manage to get a better price for our gas, energy prices are predicted to rise in the
next few years. For information on how to reduce your bills and do your bit for the
environment check out Energy Saving Trust on energysavingtrust.org.uk. Karen Titulaer

Monday evenings - 7.30-
8.30 pm at the Village
Hall.

Contact us if you want
to be emailed a
booking form -
info@action4dogs.co.uk




CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN BORTHWICK CHURCH

Sunday 20th December at 9.30am - “Joseph's Story" - 9.30am in Borthwick Parish Church

A four part dramatic exploration of the Nativity as experienced by Joseph

Thursday 24th December at 6.30pm - Christingle Service

With the support of Moorfoot Primary School we have our very own Christingle Service.

A unigue and memorable way to prepare for Christmas Day as a family - all children receive their own Christingle,

Thursday 24th December at 11.30pm - Watchnight Service

Welcome Christmas Day in the magical atmosphere of the traditional Watchnight Service and celebrate its arrival together

At all these services you can hang your Christmas Tree Money Gift on the Christmas Tree and support the work of the Vine Trust in Peru
amongs't the homeless street boys there.

ALPHA COURSE STARTING SOON

A course allowing you to explore the meaning of life.

Looking for answers? The ALPHA course is an opportunity for anyone to explore what life's about in a relaxed non-threatening manner over
around 8 weeks. It's low key, friendly and fun. It's open to everyone. And you can make new friends too!

MILLIONS of people world-wide have already found it to be a really worthwhile experience,

An Alpha course is BEING LAUNCHED at the end of January so if you like to come along to our Introductory Alpha Supper to CHECK IT
OUT just contact us and let us know.

Carrie Bennett 820050  Elizabeth Will 820582 or e mail: leitch@cranscott.fsnet.co.uk

THE BIRDS IN OUR GARDEN

THE ROBIN

I have often thought it odd that I only seem to spot this bird when the
weather turns cold and grey — they are in the garden all year round but
where? One reason for this is their increased numbers during winter when
resident birds are joined by migrants from Scandinavia and continental
Europe. These visitors are known to be less tame than our Robins.
The Robin is the UK's favourite bird and although males and females look
identical their offspring have no red breast until 2-3 months old. Until then
they are spotted golden brown which stops other adults attacking them in
disputes. They are fiercely territorial and will defend their territories to the
death and so in the poem “"Who Killed Cock Robin” another Robin as opposed
to a Sparrow would be more likely —
Who killed Cock Robin

Don't forget to feed your garden visitors this WE;SZ;'/' Z/;iysgfirfrg:row

Winter And I killed Cock Robin

Susan Owenson Robins often sing at night next to street lights. They love worms, seeds, fruit

and insects.

Finally, many thanks to all who have contributed to this Newsletter.
Best wishes for a Happy Christmas and look forward to speaking
to you in the New Year.




